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Activity #1: The Decision to Intervene in Korea 
 
Directions: Using what you have already learned about the origins of the war in Korea, plus the 
material in the following documents, write a three-paragraph explanation (5Ws + 
Reason/Explanation) defending President Truman’s decision to commit U.S. forces to the 
defense of South Korea. Reasons should focus on economic, political, or military causes. Each 
reason should be supported by at least two facts, drawn from the documents, to back up that 
statement.  
  
A) Excerpts from President Truman’s Radio and Television Address to the American people on 
the Situation in Korea, July 19, 1950:  
  
At noon today, I sent a message to the Congress about the situation in Korea.  I want to talk to 
you tonight about that situation, and about what it means to the security of the United States, 
and to our hopes for world peace.  
  
Korea is a small country, thousands of miles away, but what is happening there is important to 
every American.  
  
On Sunday, June 25th, communist forces attacked the Republic of Korea.  
  
This attack has made it clear, beyond all doubt, that the international communist movement is 
willing to use armed invasion to conquer independent nations.  An act of aggression such as 
this creates a very real danger to the security of all free nations.  
  
The attack upon Korea was an outright breach of the peace and a violation of the Charter of the 
United Nations.  By their actions in Korea, communist leaders have demonstrated their 
contempt for the basic moral principles on which the United Nations is founded.  This is a direct 
challenge to the efforts of the free nations to build a kind of world in which men can live in 
freedom and peace.  
  
This challenge has been presented squarely.  We must meet it squarely....  
  
The communist invasion was launched in great force, with planes, tanks, and artillery.  The size 
of the attack, and the speed with which it was followed up, make it perfectly plain that it had 
been plotted long in advance.  
  
As soon as word of the attack was received, Secretary of State Acheson...informed me that, 
with my approval, he would ask for an immediate meeting of the United Nations National 
Security Council.  The Security Council met just twenty-four hours after the communist invasion 
began.  



  
One of the main reasons the Security Council was set up was to act in cases such as this—to 
stop outbreaks of aggression in a hurry before they develop into general conflicts.  In this case, 
the Council passed a resolution which called for the invaders of Korea to stop fighting, and to 
withdraw.  The Council called on all members to help carry out this resolution.  The communist 
invaders ignored the action of the Security Council and kept right on with their attack.  
  
The Security Council then met again.  It recommended that members of the United Nations help 
the Republic of Korea repel the attack, and help restore peace and security in the area....  
  
These actions by the United Nations and its members are of great importance.  The free nations 
have now made it clear that lawless aggression will be met with force.  The free nations have 
learned the fateful lesson of the 1930’s.  That lesson is that aggression must be met firmly. 
Appeasement leads only to further aggression and ultimately to war.  
  
The principal effort to help the Koreans preserve their independence, and to help the United 
States restore peace, has been made by the United States.  We have sent land, naval, and air 
forces to assist in those operations.  We have done this because we know that what is at stake 
here is nothing less than our own national security and the peace of the world.... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Activity #2: The Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 
  
Directions: Using what you have already learned about the the war in Korea, plus the material 
in the following document, write a three-paragraph explanation (5Ws + Reason/Explanation) of 
the effectiveness of containment policy. Reasons should focus on economic, political, or military 
consequences. Each reason should be supported by at least two facts, drawn from the 
documents, to back up that statement.  
 
Transcript of Armistice Agreement for the Restoration of the South Korean State (1953) 
 
Article I 
 
Military Demarcation Line and Demilitarized Zone 
 
1. A military demarcation line shall be fixed and both sides shall withdraw two (2) kilometers 
from this line so as to establish a demilitarized zone between the opposing forces. A 
demilitarized zone shall be established as a buffer zone to prevent the occurrence of incidents 
which might lead to a resumption of hostilities. 
 
2. The military demarcation line is located as indicated on the attached map. 
 
3. This demilitarized zone is defined by a northern and southern boundary as indicated on the 
attached map. 
 
4. The military demarcation line shall be plainly marked as directed by the Military Armistice 
Commission hereinafter established. The Commanders of the opposing sides shall have 
suitable markers erected along the boundary between the demilitarized zone and their 
respective areas. The Military Armistice Commission shall supervise the erection of all markers 
placed along the military demarcation line and along the boundaries of the demilitarized zone. 
 
5. The waters of the Han River Estuary shall be open to civil shipping of both sides wherever 
one bank is controlled by one side and the other bank is controlled by the other side. The 
Military Armistice Commission shall prescribe rules for the shipping in that part of the Han River 
Estuary indicated on the attached map. Civil shipping of each side shall have unrestricted 
access to the land under the military control of that side. 
 
6. Neither side shall execute any hostile act within, from, or against the demilitarized zone. 
 
7. No person, military or civilian, shall be permitted to cross the military demarcation line unless 
specifically authorized to do so by the Military Armistice Commission. 
 
8. No, person military of civilian, in the demilitarized zone shall be permitted to enter the territory 



under the military control of either side unless specifically authorized to do so by the 
Commander into whose territory entry is sought. 
 
9. No person, military or civilian, shall be permitted to enter the demilitarized zone except 
persons concerned with the conduct of civil administration and relief and persons specifically 
authorized to enter by the Military Armistice Commission. 
 
10. Civil administration and relief in that part of the demilitarized zone which is south of the 
military of the military demarcation line shall be the responsibility of the Commander-in-Chief, 
United Nations Command; and civil administration and relief in that part of the demilitarized 
zone which is north of the military demarcation line shall be the joint responsibility of the 
Supreme Commander of the Korean People's Army and the Commander of the Chinese 
People's volunteers. The number of persons, military or civilian, from each side who are 
permitted to enter the demilitarized zone for the conduct of civil administration and relief shall be 
as determined by the respective Commanders, but in no case shall the total number authorized 
by either side exceed one thousand (1,000) persons at any one time. The number of civil police 
and the arms to be carried by them shall be a prescribed by the Military Armistice Commission. 
Other personnel shall not carry arms unless specifically authorized to do so by the Military 
Armistice Commission. 
 
11. Nothing contained in this article shall be construed to prevent the complete freedom of 
movement to, from, and within the demilitarized zone by the Military Armistice Commission, its 
assistants, its Joint Observer Teams with their assistants, the Neutral Nations Supervisory 
Commission hereinafter established, its assistants, its Neutral Nations Inspection teams with 
their assistants, and of any other persons, materials, and equipment specifically authorized to 
enter the demilitarized zone by the Military Armistice Commission. Convenience of movement 
shall be permitted through the territory under the military control of either side over any route 
necessary to move between points within the demilitarized zone where such points are not 
connected by roads lying completely within the demilitarized zone. 
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