
European Recovery 
 
Source A 
  
One of the primary aims of the U.S. is the creation of conditions in which we and other 
nations can be free. The U.S. has protested against the violation of the Yalta Agreement in 
Poland, Rumania, and Bulgaria. I believe it must be the policy of the United States to 
support free peoples who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by 
outside pressures. If Greece falls to an armed minority, led by communists, the effect on 
Turkey would be serious. Free peoples look to us to maintain their freedoms. If we falter 
we endanger the welfare of this nation. 
  

From a speech to Congress by President Truman, March 12, 1947. 
This became the basis of what is popularly known as the Truman Doctrine. 

 
❏ Based on source A, describe the Truman Doctrine.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source B 
  
Europe’s requirements of essential products–principally from America–are so much 
greater than her ability to pay. It is in the business interests of the United States to do 
whatever it can to assist in the return of economic stability in the world, without which there 
can be no political stability and no assured peace. Our policy is directed not against any 
one country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty, desperation, and chaos. Its purpose 
should be the revival of a working economy in the world to permit the emergence of 
political and social conditions in which free institutions can exist. 
  

From a speech by Secretary of State, George C. Marshall, June 5, 1947. 
It is estimated that over the next four years America gave $17 billion to Europe. 

  
❏  What did Marshall propose the United States do to help fix the situation 

in Europe? 
  
  

 
 
 



Source C 
  
"I need to say that the world situation is very serious. . . . Europe must have a great deal of 
additional help, or face heavy economic, social, and political damage. This would have a 
harmful effect on the world at large. There are also possibilities of disturbances because of 
the desperation of the people concerned. The effect on the economy of the United States 
should be clear to all. The United States should do whatever it can to help restore normal 
economic health to the world. Without this, there can be no political stability or peace. Our 
policy is directed . . . against hunger, poverty, desperation and chaos [disorder]. Its 
purpose is to revive a working economy in the world." 
  

Excerpt from U.S. Secretary of State Marshall’s speech explaining his plan to 
help European countries rebuild after WWII, June 5, 1947 (Marshall Plan) 

 
❏ Describe the Marshall Plan. How were the United States expected to make this plan a 

reality? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

❏ Which of the visuals are symbols and what 
do they stand for? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

❏ What is the message? List evidence from 
the cartoon or your knowledge about the cartoonist 
that led you to your conclusion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 



❏ Was the Marshall Plan successful? Why or why not? 
❏ Impact of the plan on Europe 
❏ Was it a success? Give examples. 
❏ Do you think Marshall would change it if he had another chance? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

❏ What lessons could United States economic policy makers learn from the Marshall Plan 
experience? Can those lessons be applied to contemporary events? 


